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VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN IN EUROPE

- In Europe 1 in 10 children is maltreated, the greatest 
violation of children’s rights in Europe

- Up to 80 %  of maltreatment takes place at home, 
perpetrated by caregivers; a hidden epidemic

- Violence in children’s life leads to more violence.

- Violence endangers all aspects of children’s development, 
form physical health to educational performance.

(sources: The Lancet series on child maltreatment 2010)





Most child maltreatment

goes undetected and unreported

For too many children violence is a chronic
condition



Child abuse screening in hospitals

1. Inflicted injuries: Maltreatment as the cause of injury is estimated to be 1% 
to 5% the injured children attending the ER. 

2. Accidental injuries: (supervisory) neglect can be an important signal of 
neglect, and is a cause of an unkown number of accidental injuries of children. 

3. (older) physical signs of abuse and neglect: Doctors and nurses are in a 
special position to notice (older) physical signs of abuse and neglect, although 
these signs weren’t the reason for the ER visit (e.g. bruises)

4: (dysfunctional) interaction Doctors and nurses have the possibility to 
observe (dysfunctional) interaction and behaviours between parents and 
children during a moment of stress

5: screening high risk parents: parents in need of medical help because of 
injuries resulting from domestic  violence, suicide attempts, (hard)drugs and 
alcohol intoxication or automultilation.

Child based markers

Parent based markers



Datum, Utrecht

Percentage of hospitals with a sound score

Subject Percentage

2007 2009

Policy at the level of Board of Directors 37 90

Policy ER-department 79 100

Presence of a CAN-team 45 87

Presence of special-task employee 21 36

Consultation with AMK 41 83

Presence of screening instruments and protocols 75 88

Training programme 8 28

Registration use of screening instruments 19 33

Registration of  CAN suspicion 47 88

Registration of amount of advice sought from AMK 30 39

Registration of amount reports to AMK 44 74



















>80% of Dutch hospitals have 
been using our E-training

2006 2009 2013

Training on CAN for Hospital Staff (amount 
of hospitals with an acceptable score)

8 28 82

Notifications on CAN, ranking of Hospitals 4 3 1

% of CAN advice coming from Hospitals 3,4% 7,97% 12,27%



Hospitals: The situation today

Impact in 5 years time:

• Double amount of cases reported

• Triple amount of requests for advice

Through the proven effective combination of: 

1. Reporting Code 

2. Systematic implementation of screening instruments, 

3. Implementation of continuing training on large scale

4. Monitoring by the Health Inspectorate



Take home message



Improve your knowledge 
and skills

Follow our free online course ‘Residency 

training child abuse and neglect’ 
link valid until October 31th

Go to www.augeo.nl/en/eusem

info@augeointernational.com

+31 (0) 343 53 60 40
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